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WARE MALCOMB ANNOUNCES COMPLETION OF VA OUTPATIENT CINIC IN SAN DIEGO 

IRVINE, Calif. (April 14, 2022) – Ware Malcomb, an award-winning international design firm has announced that 
construction is complete on the Veterans Affairs (VA) Outpatient Clinic, located at 8875 Aero Drive, in San Diego, California. 
Ware Malcomb provided architecture, planning, interior design, civil engineering, branding and building measurement services 
for the project.  

The clinic, an anticipated “one-stop-shop” for hundreds of Veterans’ healthcare needs, is situated on 7.74 acres in the second 
largest suburban office submarket in San Diego County. The project was a conversion of an existing two-story, 100,000 square 
foot former bank vault building into a 130,000 square foot medical office space by adding first-floor additions on the north and 
west sides of the building. The existing building once guarded as much as $1 billion in cash and coin and was built like a bunker 
with a two-ton vault door. With the new clinic, Veterans Affairs will increase its services to include mental health, audiology, 
radiology, prosthetics, physical therapy, dental, and women’s health. The facility also hosts an eye clinic, a specialty clinic, a 
pathology lab, and a large primary care department.  

The objective was to deliver a high-performance environment that optimized the patient’s experience, emphasizing both physical 
and mental wellbeing. The expansive glazed building façade allows natural daylight to pour into the entry, creating a calm and 
positive lobby arrival. Visitors are welcomed into the space with the rejuvenating effects of a large garden planter, which was 
thoughtfully designed to create a refreshing and relaxing visual experience. 

Ware Malcomb’s in-house branding team designed a memorable sculpture that evokes technology and innovation near the 

building entry along with a VA letterform pattern for the ground floor canopy roof. The design also engages the surrounding 

community with a 275-foot-long mural on the two-story parking structure to turn this prominent, community-facing wall into a 

landscape-inspired art piece. The branding team also designed custom exterior, interior, and parking garage signage solutions to 

integrate into the site, building architecture and interior design solutions.  

Ware Malcomb’s civil engineering team completed a lot line adjustment to reconfigure two lots accommodating the new parking 

structure. The adjustment implements stormwater management features to align with San Diego’s stormwater regulations. The 

stormwater system is designed to maintain surface flow, keeping underground storm drainage to a minimum with a large bio-

retention basin along the project’s frontage with additional subsurface detention to meet hydromodification requirements. The 

design enables clean stormwater runoff with a reduction in the peak discharge from the site that will also improve existing 

downstream drainage.  

“The conversion of an existing building always presents unique challenges, and, in this case, we were retrofitting a formidable 
bank vault structure,” said Mary Cheval, Principal for Ware Malcomb. “The successful outcome of the project was testament to 
the impressive collaboration between Protea, Lusardi and Ware Malcomb. We’re proud that the end result is a state-of-the-art 
clinic that will expand much needed services for an estimated 600 to 800 deserving veterans daily.”   

Project construction was led by general contractor Lusardi. Protea Properties, the project’s developer, is a privately held San 
Diego-based real estate investment, development and management group. They have more than 20 years’ experience in retail, 
mixed-use, office, hospitality and residential markets.  

About Ware Malcomb (waremalcomb.com) 

Established in 1972, Ware Malcomb is a contemporary and expanding full-service design firm providing professional architecture, 
planning, interior design, civil engineering, branding and building measurement services to corporate, commercial/residential 

https://lusardi.com/
https://www.proteaproperties.com/
http://waremalcomb.com/


 

developer and public/institutional clients throughout the world. With office locations throughout the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, the firm specializes in the design of commercial office, corporate, industrial, science & technology, healthcare, retail, 
auto, public/institutional facilities and renovation projects. Ware Malcomb is recognized as an Inc. 5000 fastest-growing private 
company and a Hot Firm by Zweig Group. The firm is also ranked among the top 15 architecture/engineering firms in 
Engineering News-Record’s Top 500 Design Firms and the top 25 interior design firms in Interior Design magazine’s Top 100 
Giants. For more information, visit http://waremalcomb.com/news and view Ware Malcomb’s Brand 
Video at youtube.com/waremalcomb. 
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