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WARE MALCOMB ANNOUNCES CONSTRUCTION IS COMPLETE ON EXPANSION OF USC ROSKI SCHOOL OF ART AND
DESIGN

LOS AN GELES (April 6, 2020) – Ware Malcomb, an award-winning international design firm, today announced construction is
complete on the expansion of the University of Southern California (USC) Gayle Garner Roski School of Art and Design located at
1262 Palmetto St., Suite 515 in the Arts District of Los Angeles. Ware Malcomb provided interior architecture and design services
for the project.
USC’s Roski School of Art and Design is one of the oldest art schools in Southern California. The first phase of the project included
15,000 square feet of offices and classrooms. After the initial occupancy, USC realized an immediate need for more space, and
teamed with Ware Malcomb to design an additional 10,000 SF expansion including 18 student studios and an expanded
professional gallery. The school’s three graduate degree programs are now together in one space, bringing opportunities for cross
collaboration with state-of-the-art amenities to the artists, designers and scholars. The expansion also enables the school to
present arts programming and public events within the Arts District neighborhood, contributing to the existing creative community.
“The expansion of USC’s Roski School of Art and Design needed to not only accommodate the school’s growth, but also align with
its mission of responding to – and creating – art and culture in new and meaningful ways,” said Radwan Madani, Principal of Ware
Malcomb’s Los Angeles office. “This new graduate facility evokes creativity and artistic freedom for its talented students. With a
timeless and flexible design, the school can continue inspiring artists as it has been for more than a century.”
The reception area sets the tone for the entirety of the space with natural elements and clean lines complemented by a neutral
color palette. Spotlighted by track lighting, visitors are met by a gallery which showcases the students’ talent and reinforces the
purpose of the space. Natural elements such as continual concrete floors are conducive to the school’s artistic environment, while
the students’ art along the walls remains an important focal point. An open concept floorplan with 18’ ceilings and vast lighting
fixtures transform the space into a modern artistic haven.
Due to the sensitive nature of the art inhabiting the space, proper lighting and heat control was crucial to keeping the integrity of
the students’ work. The workspace includes generously sized 4’ x 8’ desks and multiple areas to enrich the learning experience.
These spaces include two modular classrooms along with a maker’s space featuring various equipment such as laser cutters, 3D
printers, and an equipment check out area, allowing students to utilize multiple technological resources in their artistic process.
Being in the vibrant Los Angeles Arts District, the exterior environment inspired many interior elements of the school, including
the dichotomy of old and new and the industrial façade distinct to the area’s aesthetic.
Ware Malcomb has completed over 20 projects for USC since 2014. The firm has also completed several other projects in the Los
Angeles Arts District, including: providing architectural design services for 2130 Violet Street, a 9-story office/retail mixed use
complex; providing interior architecture and design services for the Soylent corporate headquarters located within the At Mateo
campus; and providing architecture and interior design services for 405 Mateo Street, an 83,285 square foot creative office and
retail project.
About Ware Malcomb ( waremalcomb.com)
Established in 1972, Ware Malcomb is an international design firm providing planning, architecture, interior design, branding, civil
engineering and building measurement services to commercial real estate and corporate clients. With office locations throughout
the United States, Canada and Mexico, the firm specializes in the design of commercial office, corporate, industrial, science &
technology, healthcare, retail, auto, public/educational facilities and renovation projects. Ware Malcomb is recognized as an Inc.
5000 fastest-growing private company and a Hot Firm and Best Firm to Work For by Zweig Group. The firm is also ranked among
the top 15 architecture/engineering firms in Engineering News-Record’s Top 500 Design Firms and the top 25 interior design firms
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in Interior Design magazine’s Top 100 Giants. For more information, visit waremalcomb.com/news and view Ware Malcomb’s
Brand Video at youtube.com/waremalcomb.
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